Project Number: RAS7020

Title: Enhancing the Sustainability of the Marine Coastal Environment of the Mediterranean, the Red Sea and the Arab Gulf (ARASIA)

Classification: New

FOA: 7M - Marine Environment and Coastal Zone Management 

Justification: The proposed project is designed to build on the achievements of the TC project RAS/7/018, Upgrading Regional Capabilities to assess Marine Contaminants in the ARASIA Member States. The central problem being addressed is the origin of unwanted material and consequences of its unplanned redistribution within the coastal zone. The unwanted materials may be organic or radioactive pollutants, toxins, or sands and sediments. The unplanned redistribution may result from natural or engineered processes. Particular attention, where appropriate, will be paid to the impact of major events such as storms and cyclones on these processes. The solution to the problem will be the development of robust management tools or enhanced capabilities to alleviate and reverse these situations. The management tools will involve the development of numerical models of ecosystem behaviour, which will be validated using nuclear related techniques. The three components of the project, and brief achievements to date, are the extension and application of the marine database, the fate and behaviour of pollutants, and Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) concerns.

Beneficiaries: The project will address public concerns related to the marine environment. Decision makers require quality results from the laboratories responsible for marine environmental monitoring in order to make decisions regarding the receipt of seafood entering the countries, produced locally, or imported from regional countries. In addition, an emergency situation will rely on such baseline data. The project will provide marine laboratories with a very good tool to assess marine pollution in the region. Data obtained from the project can be used for better coastal area management which will enhance tourist activities and will benefit the economy of the countries. The project will provide needed information for modelling radionuclides in sea and dose assessments.

Strategy: ARASIA State Parties have raised the issue of environmental protection, including protection of the marine environment, through environment protection laws. Therefore, the monitoring processes has been taken as an important strategic objective for the Governments.

Sustainability: ARASIA State parties will provide the necessary infrastructure, human resources, and basic equipment to implement the project and maintain marine monitoring programmes.

Objective: To enhance knowledge, cooperation and collaboration on recent and historic pollution of coastal zones in the region

	CORE FINANCING

	Year 
	Human Resource Components (US $)
	Procurement Components (US $)
	Total    (US $)

	
	Experts 
	Meetings/ Workshop
	Fellow-ships
	Scientific Visits
	Training Courses
	Sub-Total 
	Equipment
	Sub-Contracts
	Sub-Total 
	

	2010
	0 
	20 000
	0 
	0 
	123 000
	143 000 
	0 
	60 000
	60 000 
	203 000 

	2011
	0 
	20 500
	0 
	26 600
	126 000
	173 100 
	90 000
	0 
	90 000 
	263 100 

	First Year Approved: 2009


