Project Number: RAS3010

Title: Developing Safe NORM Waste Disposal Technology and Long Term Repository Designs (ARASIA)

Classification: New

FOA: 3H - Radioactive Waste Management Technology and Infrastructure 

Justification: Naturally occurring radioactive materials (NORM) continue to present effective and economic challenges as well as risk and regulation concerns for oil and gas industries that include mining, water, recycling and land remediation. Pollution is a very significant problem that affects the environment, causes damage of structures and amenities, and interferes with legitimate uses of the environment. Many countries in the region have a huge amount of NORM waste resulting from oil and gas industries which needs to be safely managed and disposed. However, countries in the region lack the infrastructure for managing NORM waste and long term repositories of radioactive waste in general. Therefore, this project will assist participating countries in their future strategy for the safe handling of this kind of radioactive waste.

Beneficiaries: This project is intended to increase radiation safety by providing a safe destination for radioactive waste management. The comparative studies will help national authorities to formulate future policies and plans for the development of a radioactive waste disposal system with the main emphasis on NORM waste disposal and long term repositories. The Agency’s radioactive waste management planning items, particularly pre-disposal and disposal models, allow comprehensive evaluation of long term repository strategies involving NORM monitoring, treatment and management necessaries to ensure the relationship between industry, regulators and the general public, and at the same time permit assessment of environmental impacts.

Strategy: To establish an improved national capacity of local expertise in the field of radioactive waste management to support national decision makers in defining future safe NORM waste disposal and long term repository options. Furthermore, the future role of regional interactions will explore and evaluate risk assessment, regulation and the economical side of NORM disposal technologies.

Sustainability: The project will generate improved national capabilities by developing national teams of locally trained experts for conducting comprehensive studies for national planners. Furthermore, the expected project output will assist participating countries in optimizing their NORM waste disposal and long term repository systems to elaborate sustainable NORM waste strategies and technologies through NORM waste development, option, monitoring and protection criteria at national and regional levels by considering economic, social and environmental constraints.

Objective: To assist participating states in building regional capacities of specialists to carry out comprehensive Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials (NORM) waste management options. To provide a basis for national decision makers to formulate future policies and plans to address NORM issues.

	CORE FINANCING

	Year 
	Human Resource Components (US $)
	Procurement Components (US $)
	Total    (US $)

	
	Experts 
	Meetings/ Workshop
	Fellow-ships
	Scientific Visits
	Training Courses
	Sub-Total 
	Equipment
	Sub-Contracts
	Sub-Total 
	

	2009
	0 
	30 000
	0 
	18 250
	50 000
	98 250 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	98 250 

	2010
	30 305
	25 000
	0 
	0 
	61 500
	116 805 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	116 805 

	2011
	0 
	30 000
	0 
	0 
	0 
	30 000 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	30 000 

	First Year Approved: 2009


