Project Number: RAS0052

Title: Supporting Strategic Planning to Meet Future Energy Needs in ARASIA Member States

Classification: New

FOA: 0E - Sustainable Energy Development 

Justification: The options for meeting future energy needs for most of the countries in this region will be seriously affected by resource availability, supply security concerns, actions for mitigating climate change, and availability of cleaner energy technologies. The region is relatively rich in energy resources but individual countries have very different situations. However, there is large potential for cooperation and pooling of resources for mutual benefits of all the countries. In a previous ARASIA (Cooperative Agreement for Arab States in Asia for Research, Development and Training related to Nuclear Science and Technology) project, various electricity generation options were evaluated in the context of the overall energy supply strategies for ARASIA state parties. In particular, assessment of the role of different options in regional interconnected electric grids was analyzed. There is a need to expand the scope of energy studies to address the above mentioned issues in more detail and with a longer term perspective, particularly in the regional setting, to ensure sustainable energy supplies for continued social and economic progress of ARASIA state parties.

Beneficiaries: All institutions responsible for the energy sector in ARASIA state parties, economic, social and environmental sectors will benefit from the development of sustainable energy supply strategies.

Strategy: The project strategy involves developing national energy strategies reflecting country specific conditions and priorities which will be integrated into a regional picture. The project will also identify the potential of cleaner energy technologies (renewable, nuclear and cleaner fossil fuels technologies) and assess their contribution in meeting future energy needs in the participating countries. Finally, the project will estimate the indicators of sustainable energy development and evaluate whether the developed energy plans are sustainable.

Sustainability: The project will generate improved national capacities by developing national teams of local experts trained to conduct comprehensive studies for national planners. Furthermore, the expected project output will assist the participating countries to optimize their long-term energy systems to elaborate sustainable energy supply strategies at national and regional levels by considering economic, social and environmental constraints.

Objective: To support Co-operative Agreement for Arab States in Asia for Research, Development and Training related to Nuclear Science and Technology (ARASIA) countries in elaborating sustainable energy strategies with emphasis on evaluating the role of cleaner energy technologies (renewable, nuclear and cleaner fossil fuels technologies) and assessing their potential contribution to future energy needs (including water supply). To build regional capacity of specialists to carry out comprehensive energy and water system analysis using advanced planning tools. To help national decision makers in formulating future policies and strategic plans for development of the energy and water sectors.

	CORE FINANCING

	Year 
	Human Resource Components (US $)
	Procurement Components (US $)
	Total    (US $)

	
	Experts 
	Meetings/ Workshop
	Fellow-ships
	Scientific Visits
	Training Courses
	Sub-Total 
	Equipment
	Sub-Contracts
	Sub-Total 
	

	2009
	0 
	20 000
	0 
	0 
	90 000
	110 000 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	110 000 

	2010
	56 430
	40 000
	33 000
	0 
	61 500
	190 930 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	190 930 

	2011
	7 455
	41 000
	33 000
	0 
	63 000
	144 455 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	144 455 

	First Year Approved: 2009


